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Trial | Download Office 365 ProPlus Key Regards, The judge who presided over Steven Avery’s trial, from 2007 to 2009,
says there was no legal basis for him to be denied the ability to have contact visits with his daughter. Judge Larry Fontana
made the statement in a ruling on a document defense attorney Dean Strang submitted that may have established a
conflict of interest on Avery’s part. The ruling was made on a Facebook comment Avery made on an article posted on the
Daily Beast blog. The Daily Beast wrote a story in March of 2012, entitled “Are Avery and his ex-girlfriend’s statements —
from the comfort of their cells — to be believed?” Avery stated in the article, “Having returned to Manitowoc, my
sweetheart and I are able to communicate again.” The post was accompanied with a photo of Avery and his girlfriend, Jodi
Stachowski. In her comment, Avery says he met Stachowski, who was arrested for the murder of photographer Teresa
Halbach in 2005, while he was in prison, where the two lived together. At the time of the murder, Stachowski was Avery’s
fiancee. “After being in prison for nearly 7 years, I am able to visit Jodi again. We first met on January 19th, 2013 in our
prison cells. We have had contact every week since then,” he wrote. Avery, who was convicted of Halbach’s murder in
2007, has maintained his innocence. There was no court hearing regarding the Facebook comment. “In her comments,
Judge Fontana points out that the judge’s statement in his ruling would mean that any defendant who is arrested for a
crime could not have contact visits with their family members,” Strang said. According to Judge Fontana’s ruling, he also
noted that no defendant or their family member could set a hearing on legal motions, to challenge the legitimacy of the
conviction. Strang said the judge mentioned that because Avery was not aware of the
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